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other actions of his own, and from the objections and
hesitations with which it was received by Russia and France,
as well as by Germany and Austria. He did not in fact
stick steadily to any one clearly defined Conference pro-
posal, but, in his genuine desire to do anything and every-
thing to avert a European war, made a variety of sugges-
tions. Some ol these, before being examined more in detail,
may be summarized as follows:
(1)  An early suggestion for "direct conversations" be-
tween Vienna and St. Petersburg, which was vetoed by
President Poincare.   The "direct conversations" which did
take place between Austria and Russia, July 26-28, which
Grey and Nicolson regarded as "the best method," and
which the Russian and German Governments both thought
preferable to a Conference, were the consequence of a sug-
gestion, not by Grey, but by the German Ambassador at
St. Petersburg.
(2)  A proposal for mediation between Austria and
Russia by the four less directly interested Powers, "accepted
in principle" by Germany, but disliked by Russia and
France.
(3)  A proposal for mediation between Austria and
Serbia in a Conference of Ambassadors, made under the in-
fluence of Russia and M. Paul Cainbon, at first rejected by
Germany and Austria, but later accepted in modified form
and bona fide by Germany, though not by Austria.
GREY'S PROPOSAL FOR "DIRECT CONVERSATIONS" BETWEEN
VIENNA AND ST. PETERSBURG
In the intervals of the Irish trouble Sir Edward Grey
had conversations with Prince Lichnowsky on July 9, 15,
and 20*16 The German Ambassador urged England to
exercise restraint upon Russia. But Sir Edward Grey be-
came more cautious and more regardful of Russia's point of
i<*B,D, 41, 68; K.D., 30,52,92.